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To protect, preserve and enhance the existing character and neighborhood fabric of the Avent-West Community. 

GREETINGS FROM MADAME CHAIR 
 
Dear Neighbors, 
 

Spring is such a wonderful time in Raleigh and I have enjoyed all the azaleas 
and dogwoods this year. Thanks to all those diligent gardeners in our neighborhood 
who put such time and care into a show of f lowers that I enjoy every time I pass by. 

 
In talking with some of our long term residents, I often hear stories about how 

the neighborhood used to be. Stories like how a part of Kentwood was a golf course 
with the club house being at the top of Garland and Lorimer, and how Cardinal 
Hil ls was once part of a big farm with the farmer’s home residing on Melbourne. 
This is an important part of our community and current residents as well as future 
residents would li ke to know more about their home and neighbor-hood. In an 
effort to preserve our neighborhood history, we are in the process of collecting 
information about our community in the formative years. We are looking for stories 
and pictures of what it was li ke way back when. If you have any stories that you 
would like to pass along or a picture that we could copy, please contact me. 

 
Various members of Avent West have been slogging away in meetings with the 

Neighborhood Preservation Task Force and following up with city council . It’ s 
been a long hard road and much needs to be done. The Task Force’s 
recommendations on what steps the city could take are on our website. I suggest 
you read them, and let the mayor and council members know what you think. Send 
your missive to: Gail.Crisp@ci.raleigh.nc.us and Gail .Smith@ci.raleigh.nc.us. Ask 
them to distribute it to the Mayor and all the Councilors. Not into drafting a literary 
work of art? Simply visit our website at www.aventwest.org to click on a 
neighborhood support letter. It’ s time for the community to weigh in on these 
recommendations. I cannot stress to you how much your support means to any 
hope of these measures being seriously considered. 

 
 The Avent West Board members and Committees also have been hard at 

work, with new projects and plans for this summer.  Social events, beautification 
plans, improving our neighborhood’s real estate profile and others are in the works 
with more info in the newsletter.  I hope to see you at neighborhood pig picking 
coming up on May 22nd.  It should be a great event so grab a neighbor and enjoy 
the porcine delights! 
 
 Sincerely, Dana Young 

Chair : 
Dana Young 
chairperson@aventwest.org 
852-4075 
  
Ex-Officio: 
Kay Crowder 
showfur1@earthlink.net 
851-2342 
  
Vice-Chair : 
Jo Deck 
bula@mindspring.com 
233-3934 
  
Secretary: 
(Vacant) 
  
Treasurer : 
Catherine Till ery 
petsiam@bellsouth.net 
  
Communications: 
(Vacant) 
Webmaster: Justis Peters 
webmaster@aventwest.org 
Newsletter: Wanda Wells 
w.b.wells@att.net 
  
Civic Outreach: 
(Vacant) 
  
Driftwood Representative: 
Trish Mill er 
trish@greytrout.com 
851-8451 
 

Our next social is sc heduled for Saturday, May 22nd 
 

See page two for details and make plans to attend! 
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Children’s Playgroup: 
The Avent West playgroup is going strong with Moms, Dads and their children meeting 
every Wednesday at 10:00am till 12:00noon at Powell Dr. Park, weather permitting. Ages 
range from a few months with Baby Kate on up! Occasionally the group does outings to 
such places as a farm or someone’s house in the summer for a little water sprinkler action. 
For more info and to get on the group’s email list, call Megan Mahoney at 816-8951. So 
pack a snack and meet some friendly faces for a fun time at the park. 

Angel Program: 
Do you know of someone that is having a tough 
time?  Perhaps we can make their day a bit better.  
We are expanding our angel program and in addition 
to the volunteers that are willi ng to help out we are 
enlisting the help of the local boy scouts.  If you 
know of someone that needs their lawn mowed, gar-
den weeded or some other reasonable task give us a 
call .  Simply submit their name and we will present 
the recipient with a card telli ng them how they can 
contact a scout to mow or weed that flower bed.  
Send your suggestions to Kent Davis at 233-8758 and 
make someone's day.  
 

The Welcome Wagon is Rolli ng... 
We have such a great neighborhood and are always 
interested in sharing it with others.  We are giving a 
plant to new homeowners in the neighborhood as a 
friendly welcome gesture.  If you know a house near 
you with new owners, give Kay a call at 851-2342 so 
we can get a plant over and say “Hello, you picked a 
great neighborhood!”  
 

Yard-of -the-Month      
Congratulations go out to Janet and Louis Giannatta-
sio of 5015 Kaplan Dr for winning yard of the month.  
Drive by their house and you will see a new beautiful 
elevated flowerbed and landscaping.  It looks great! 

Pig Pick in’ 
Dessert Alert 
Did you know that 
more than 13 milli on 
children are at risk of 
hunger in the United 
States and every fourth 
person standing in a 
soup line is a child?  

The Great American Bake Sale is an effort to raise 
money to stop child hunger in America.  The money 
raised goes to children©s after school and summer 
feeding programs, nutrition education programs and 
advocacy efforts in our state, community and across 
the country.  In an effort to raise money to stop child 
hunger, please bring a dessert to the pig picking. We 
will ask anyone who wants a piece of dessert to 
donate 50¢ for every piece they eat.  If dessert is not 
your thing but you would like to make a contribution 
to this worthy cause you may prefer to donate online. 
Send your tax-deductible contribution via 
www.greatamericanbakesale.org, Avent West is 
registered as #14190.  A donation of any amount will 
help kids in our state and across the country gain 
access to hot, healthy meals both after school and in 
the summer when children are most at risk of hunger.  
So bring your dessert, your sweet tooth and your 
wallet to the pig picking and help hungry children in 
America 

Hello neighbors! Mark your calendars. Our next social is scheduled for Saturday, May 22nd. Elizabeth Byrd has gra-
ciously offered her backyard for our first annual Avent West Pig Pickin'. Social hour will start at 4pm, and we plan to 
eat around 5 o©clock. It should be a fun time and a great way to visit with friends and meet some new ones. Volunteers 
are needed for set-up and clean-up. A few good men, or women, are also needed to help cook the pig. Please call Mary 
Anne Sorice at 858-7021 if you can help. Bring your own chairs and blankets. Avent West will provide food and iced 
tea. You may bring your beverage of choice if you wish. Carpooling is suggested. So, come and join the fun and please, 
bring your neighbors! 
 
Our summer social will be a pool party at the University Club. I t is scheduled for July 11th from 4:00-7:00 p.m. More 
information will follow as the date approaches.  
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Submitted by Elizabeth Byrd and Dana Young 
 
Construction on Kent and Garland - Old 
and New:  How many of you have driven by this 
corner lately? The Kent Road Townes are looking 
great! After many months of work, negotiation and 
learning, the current project is the reward for these 
efforts. The developer proposed a plan that was, well 
honestly, horrible but due to the dili gence of 
neighbors, we now have a more eye pleasing, suitable 
development that will complement our neighborhood. 
   On the opposite corner, you may have noticed a 
"public hearing" sign. Again, due to the current zon-
ing, another developer is interested in building town-
homes. The proposal is for building 3, 2 story, town-
homes behind the existing house facing Garland. The 
CAC unanimously voted against this plan and the Ra-
leigh Planning Commission has deferred the case until 
more productive dialogue can take place between the 
community and the developer for a more suitable pro-
ject. This plan is currently in limbo. We will keep you 
informed as the process continues. For questions, 
please contact Elizabeth at 233-8531 or-
byrdsx4@bellsouth.net. 
   A special thank you to Bruce Dill ard for working so 
closely with each developer and being the middle-man 
for the neighborhood.  
 
Neighborhood Preservation and Housing 
Task Force (NPHTF):   Since the final report 
was submitted in October to the City Council , the 
NPHTF report has been in the Law and Public Safety 
Committee for review and discussion. The committee 
has approved and passed out of their committee items 
related to education, computer upgrades, College and 
University/Community involvement. At a meeting last 
week, the LPS committee approved and forwarded to 
Council a proposal on increasing fees and fines associ-
ated with housing nuisances and violations. The 
Mayor has proposed a different rental li cense program 
than what the NPHTF recommended. This proposal 
will only li cense rental homes that are a ‘chronic prob-
lem'. No matter how many violations occur, the prop-

erty is not a “chronic problem” if the violation is re-
solved in the allotted time. David Hoggard on the chat 
said, “ It's kind of like getting stopped for drunk driv-
ing, being given 24 hours to sober up, and if you’ re 
still drunk then, you have to get a drivers li cense” .   
The task force recommendation on licensure was one 
that was a win-win for tenants, landlords and 
neighbors. Members of the NPHTF are working tire-
lessly to keep the NPHTF recommendations, but the 
fight must come from the communities. Please visit 
our website at www.aventwest.org. We have a letter 
that we would like as many people as possible to send 
to the Mayor and the Councilors voicing our support 
for li censure of all single family rental homes, not just 
the “chronic” , as well as the other task force recom-
mendations. Send the link to your friends, colleagues, 
parents and children, anyone in Raleigh that would 
care enough to click and help preserve Raleigh's 
neighborhoods. If you prefer to write your own mis-
sive, send it to: Gail .Crisp@ci.raleigh.nc.us and 
Gail .Smith@ci.raleigh.nc.us . Ask them to distribute it 
to the Mayor and all the Councilors. 
   We will continue to keep you informed. For more 
information, please call Elizabeth 233-8531 
byrdsx4@bellsouth.net 
 
West Citizens Advisory Council News:  
Thank you to Peter Evans for serving as the WCAC 
chair. Peter has ‘ retired' and was a great voice to the 
city on behalf of West Raleigh. Kim Joris and Eliza-
beth Byrd are the new WCAC Co-Chairs. The CAC 
meets the 4th Tuesday of every even month at Powell 
Drive Community Center. Our new start time is 7:00 
p.m. The CAC reviews new and old community con-
cerns, police reports, rezoning cases and any other 
points of interest. The WCAC boundary roughly be-
gins on the west at the Cary line then around to the 
RBC center and curves it's way to the east to Centen-
nial Drive and back down Tryon Rd. The CAC is the 
only off icial volunteer body that reports directly to the 
City Council . Please come to our next meeting and see 
what is happening in West Raleigh – you will find it 
interesting – June 22nd.  

  UPDATES: � Construction on Kent and Gar land 
 � Neighborhood Preservation and Housing  
       Task Force (NPHTF) 
 � West Citizens Advisory Council 



 
Membership 
Application 

Post Off ice Box 37664, Raleigh, NC  27627 

Last Name First Name Spouse / Significant Other (if applicable) 

Street Address         City   Zip Code 

Phone Number Email Address 

Membership Dues:  $30 per year (August 1 through July 31) 
Make checks payable to Avent West Neighborhood Association and mail 
with completed form to address above. Thank You! 

Neighborhood Volunteer Opportunities: 
O I am interested in working on maintenance, clean up, planting & small construction projects. 
O I can assist neighbors with special needs. 
O I will help with setup and cleanup at neighborhood events. 
O Other    

AWNA Use Only: 
 

Check        Cash      

Amount Received 

Membership Expires 

Received By 

Avent West Neighborhood Association 
Post Office Box 37664 
Raleigh, NC  27627 

Avent West Neighborhood Association Newsletter 


