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To protect, preserve and enhance the existing character and neighborhood fabric of the Avent-West Community. 

GREETINGS FROM LESLIE & MARY ANNE 
  
Hello everyone,  
We hope you are enjoying the warm weather and long days of summer! Thanks to 
all of you that came to the Block Party in May; it was a HUGE success and will 
definitely become an Avent West annual event. Thanks to Avent West resident 
Steve Grothmann and his band the Countdown Quartet, all ages were entertained by 
their great performance.  To learn more about this band, check out their website, 
www.countdownquartet.net 
 
Please look for the Save the Date section in the newsletter for upcoming AWNA 
events.  Please consider volunteering for the 2nd Annual Tour of Homes; we need 
LOTS of help to pull it off!  
 
We also need your help adopting the Neighborhood Conservation Overlay District, 
be sure to read the article submitted by Don Procopio, Chairman, Avent West 
Neighborhood Plan. This is how we plan to maintain the character of and enhance 
the quali ty of li fe in Avent West. 
 
Have a great summer!       Leslie Watts and Mary Anne Sorice 
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Our 2nd Annual Avent West Tour of Homes has been scheduled; it will be 
Sunday, September 10 from 2 – 5:00 p.m. We plan on having eight homes 
on the Tour and the format will be similar to last year. We will have a 

variety of style and sizes of homes on the tour - ranches, split l evels, contemporaries, and 
traditional.  Please come and see what some of your neighbors have done to update their homes. It 
is a great way to get ideas and contractor recommendations. 
 
Please let us know if you want to help with this event. Last year we had over 250 people on the 
Tour and we need several volunteers to make this successful again! Contact Mary Anne Sorice if 
you want to help. 
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2006 AWNA Off icers 
 
Co-Chairs: 
Mary Anne Sorice 
sorice@nc.rr.com 
858-7021  
Leslie Watts 
lesliewatts@nc.rr.com 
852-0834 
 
Secretary:  
Jonell Williams 
jonell@bellsouth.net  
Treasurer: 
Robin Lumpkin 
rbnlumpkin@yahoo.com  
Membership: 
Catherine Tillery 
petsiam@bellsouth.net  
Block Captain Chair : 
Laurie Byrd 
lbyrd@capitalbank-nc.com  
Beautification  
Co-Chairs: 
Christine Morgan 
cmsquared@juno.com  
Dana Young 
fleadogs@earthlink.net  
Social Chair : 
Lee Melomo 
leemelomo@cs.com   
Newsletter : 
Wanda Wells 
wwells4@bellsouth.net  
Webmaster : 
Richard Warr 
rswarr@gmail .com 
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WELCOMING NEW NEIGHBORS:  
Please help the AWNA welcome its new neighbors!  The 
AWNA has a tradition of greeting new neighbors with a 
gardenia to plant in their yard.  Christine Morgan from 
the Beautification Committee will i ntroduce herself and 
answer any questions the new neighbors may have about 
our area. Contact Christine, cmsquared@juno.com or call 
851.8345, with your new neighbor’s address and name so 
she can carry on this important tradition. 

 
BABYSITTING: Need a babysitter this 
summer? Call the boys below. They are ea-
ger to help with the Avent West kids.  
Nick Graw 14-yr.old male 851-8320 
Justin Young 15-yr.old male 851-7579 

MAKING IT OFFICIAL: Avent West - Neighborhood  
Conservation Over lay Distr ict 

 
By the time you receive this newsletter, property owners in the Avent West neighborhood should have received in a mailing from the 
City of Raleigh that includes an explanation and petition for making Avent West a Neighborhood Conservation Overlay District.  (If 
you are a property owner and haven’ t received this mail ing, please contact Dhanya Sandeep with the City of Raleigh at 516-2659.)   
 
So what’s this NCOD petition all about?  In a nutshell , a Neighborhood Conservation Overlay District (NCOD) is the most effective 
tool the City of Raleigh offers to accomplish the goals of the Avent West Plan.  The Avent West Neighborhood Plan was started in 
2003 and approved by the Raleigh City Council in 2005. The Plan spells out a number of important community goals that will help 
maintain the character of and enhance the quali ty of life in Avent West and is the culmination of a lot of hard work by the Neighbor-
hood Task Force that worked with the City of Raleigh to get us to this point.  The Avent West Neighborhood Plan is posted on the 
Avent West Neighborhood Association web site for convenience.    
 
The NCOD is a means provided by our City to protect property values, allow for diversity, and maintain the quality of life in our 
neighborhood.  The NCOD is specific and reflective of Avent West.  Please see the mail ing from the City of Raleigh for more de-
tails.  Included in this package also is a reference to people that can answer questions you may have about the petition. 
 
The NCOD has proven effective in more than a dozen central Raleigh neighborhoods since it was devised over a decade ago. Cam-
eron Park, North Boylan, Oberlin Vill age, Mordecai and Five Points are examples of the nearby communities that have chosen to use 
and prospered from the NCOD to protect the character, scale and quali ty of life in their neighborhoods.  The Avent West task force 
thinks it would be advantageous for our neighborhood to join this group of neighborhoods.  
 
Anyone who lives in Avent West knows what a great neighborhood it is and what a great place it is to be in Raleigh.  Now, as we go 
forward with this petition, we have the opportunity to be off icially recognized by the City of Raleigh as a Neighborhood Conserva-
tion Overlay District.      
 
So if you believe in the preservation, continued improvement and future prosperity of our Avent West Neighborhood, please sign 
and return the petitions quickly as a show of support for this initiative.  We need over 50% of the property owners in the area to ap-
prove the petition before we bring it to the City Council l ater this year.  Of course, we would like to get 100% buy-in to this petition.  
The stronger support we have, the more assurance we will have for gaining timely approval our NCOD application by the City 
Council .  So, please, don’ t delay.  If you haven’ t already signed and returned the petition, please do so promptly as a show of support 
for the neighborhood and all of the hard work and dedication of a large group of caring people that have gotten us this far in the past 
years. 
 
Note: A couple of corrections / improvements are planned to be proposed to the City Council as we apply for the NCOD.  
Front Yard Parking:  The intent in the NCOD is to permit changes to driveways outside of the city right-of-way, not 
front yard setback as written, while still preserving the single family residential character and zoning.  Clarification in 
wording needs to be corrected to reflect this intent.  
Side Setback: In analyzing this provision more closely, the conclusion is that it adds little value to the NCOD and has 
been a source of concern and confusion.  The intent is to drop this side setback provision from the NCOD.  
 
Thank you. 
Don Procopio, Chairman, Avent West Neighborhood Plan 
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Michael Tomcyzk, 
born and raised in 
Avent West and now a 
proud homeowner in 
Avent West, will be 
happy to create a 
mailbox to meet your 
needs. There are sev-
eral designs to pick 
from and installation is 
included in the prices! 
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Campbell Road Nursery 
Campbell Road Nursery, on the corner of Tryon and 
Campbell Road, has graciously agreed to help the 
AWNA with its Welcoming New Neighbors program by 
giving us a generous discount on our gardenia purchases. 
They have also offered to discount purchases the AWNA 
makes to landscape the entrance signs that will be in-
stalled this year. Please give them your business and let 
them know you are a member of the AWNA! 
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We can help you realize your  

remodeling dreams! 
Get going…….. 

Get…... 

Call to discuss your renovations or repairs. 
bubba watts, owner 

625-5335 
somethingconstructive.com 

LOOKING FOR A WAY TO VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME 
FOR AWNA?  WE NEED SOMEONE NEW TO PUT 

THESE NEWSLETTERS TOGETHER.   
Contact Wanda at wwells4@bellsouth.net / 851-9408 
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