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GREETINGS FROM MADAME CHAIR

Hello Neighbars!

| hope you hed a great haliday season and visited with family and
friends. There were some very festive haliday decorations on some
neighbarhood hanes that my family redly enjoyed. January is atime for
reflection and resolutions and every organization reeds to evaluate their per-
formance. Avent West Neighbarhoodis no exception and this gring we will
be sending out a survey asking the neighbarhoodfor feedbad and sugges-
tionsfor the association. If you have ay questions that you fed shoud be
included in the upcoming survey or would like to vduntee in the devel op-
ment, please email or cal me.

With the start of aNew Year it meansthat it’s time for Avent West elec-
tions. | strongly urge you to attend this upcoming general meeting on Janu-
ary 28" and vduntee. Even if you have only an hour to give, we'll takeit!
The successof our neighborhoodassociation depends on the involvement of
its members. We have some new ideas to implement including expanding
our angel program, beautification projeds and forming a neighbarhood
“welcome wagon” to welcome new neighbors to the aea.

Our interest and invalvement in neighborhood peservation continues.
The neighbarhood peservation and houwsing task force has concluded and be
sureto read their findings on ou website. Members from Avent West in-
volved in that task force ae still hard at work trying to keep this issue mov-
ing forward in the dty government. Do na feel that we ae donein this
struggle to protect our neighbarhood.Other towns such as Chapel Hill are
fadng some of the same presaures and adively trying to get their city gov-
ernment to addressthese isaues. For cities that have dore some things to ad-
dressthis stuation, you may be interested in reading the websites for
Bladksburg, VA, Gainesvill e, FL and Ames, 10.

| firmly hope that 2004 will be agrea year for all of us. Seeyouat the
meding!
Sincerely, DanaYoung

GENERAL MEETING, Wednesday, January 28 at 6:30 p.m.

Avent West General Meding: January 28th, 2004, 6:30 p.m. at Powell Drive
Community Center. We will hold eledions, review 2003 adivities and dan for new
ventures for 2004. Got some ideas on what you would like the neighborhood

association to do? Please plan to attend and wice your ideas. Seeyou there!
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GOOD TIMES / PAST EVENTS

*

to vdunteeq.

Thefirst Avent West Cookie exchange was a grea succesd
The mokies were tasty and the company even better. The
groupalso pu together fruit and cookie baskets for the palice
at the Avent Ferry Substation and for our locd fire station at

Western Boulevard.

*

that needed ou help.

Thanksto Lou Merrit and Eli zabeth Byrd for volunteaing at
the Coats for the Children Telethon. They ran the risk of
appeaing on TV andtook phore cdls during the telethon.
Now that we are onthelist, WRAL will contact us next yea

Thanksto all those participating in the Angel Tree program
at A.B. Combs. We brightened the hdlidays for four children

COATS FOR THE
CHILDREN

Coatsfor the Chil -
dren Sating Cen-
ter. WRAL nedls
volunteasto help
sort al the mats
colleded duing
their Coats for the
Children Telethon. The sorting
will take placeon January 17,
2004from 10:00am. till 2:00 pm.
at the Baker Roofing Company off
of Lake Wheder Road. If you're
interested, give Dana acall to vd-
unteer.

CHILI COOK-OFF

Calling al Cooks! Do you like your
chili hot and spicy? How about mild
andtangy? Or do you have asecret
ingredient that puts your chili over
the top? Avent West will sporsor a
chili cooking contest in February.

\ \ R
ATHAS KIS

Please plan to bring apot of your famous concoction
or bring aside dish or dessert if you do nd wish to
enter. There will be afirst prize for best chili andfor
tastiest non-traditional style (something other than
bed, kidney beans and tomato type). Please register
your chili entry with Dana Y oung. Chedk our website
for moreinfo and for time, date and dace It will also
be axnourced at our general meding.

Updates on the Neighborhood Preservation and
Housing Task Force (NPHTF)

Submitted by Eli zabeth Byrd

After approximately 7 months of weekly medings, the
NPHTF presented their final 22 page report and rec-
ommendations to the City Courcil in October. (A copy
isposted onthe AWNA website) Sincethat time, there
has been alot of support from citizens all over Raleigh
in favor of the report. All of the recommendations are
focused oninsuring that all neighbarhoods throughout
the dty are safe, clean and prosperous.

A few of the key recommendations are: better educa
tionand communicaion d City housing laws and
regulations; incentive programs for homeownership
for city employees and the like; more restrictive guide-
lines for boarded and abandored properties; licensure

of single family homes, non-owner occupied dugexes
and hames conwerted (through construction) to multi-
family units that are engaged in the businessof rental;
optional neighbarhoodpreservation owerlay districts
and increased enforcement. Many cities

aaossthe Courtry are facing the same issues and con-
censthat aff ect Raleigh. Many have enaded the same
type of policies with much successin preserving their
communiti es and therefore, their city. Unfortunately,
some waited urtil it wastoo late to make adifference
and turn the tide. These recommendations come & the
right time for our city; we need to preserve quality of
lifefor al residentsin al neighbahoods. Raleigh's

(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)

tive changeisnow, beforeit istoo late for some com-

muniti es.

We nedal your help and suppat in insuring that the

cil. We ae mntinuing to work to make sure that our
current ©system® is not working and the time for posi- neighbarhoods are dean, safe and prosperous - it isup

to al of usto makeit happen. Please mntact Ken Up-

degrave @ kupdegrave@eathlink.net or Eli zabeth

Byrd @ byrdsx4@bell south.net to help suppat our

Raleigh Adopts
New Stormwater

Utility (andwhy it's
aFee not a Tax)

The City has been wrestling with the
best way to handle the increasing num-
ber of stormwater problems. In Oct.
2002,the City put together a stake-
holders group d nealy 30 people @v-
ering al i nterests, from homeowners to
developersto commercial property
ownerslike CrabtreeValey Mall to
the W&e County Schools. Thisdi-
verse group agreed that thereisan
overwhelming neal to improve the
City's stormwater services and that the
current level of service was not accept-
ableto the dtizens. | was fortunate to
have been able to represent the Asso-
ciationinthis group.

The stakeholders group found that resi-
dents use andthe City operatesthe
stormwater system just like we use and
the City operates the water and sewer
systems — but unlike water and sewer,
no funds are llected to improve and
upkeep the stormwater system. The
stormwater system is made up d the
pipes, culverts, pords, and dtches that
convey stormwater. The group cecided
that the only way for the City to im-
prove the stormwater system would be
to charge afeefor using the stormwa-
ter system just like dtizens are charged
afeefor water and sewer service

The amourt of stormwater that runs off
one'slot and into the City stormwater
systemisdirectly related to how much
impervious areaisonthe lot. Anim-
pervious area is one through which
water cannot pass, for example, drive-

ways, sidewalks, and kuildings. Lawns
and retural areas are not impervious.
The fee will be based on how much
impervious areais located onore's|ot.
The City measured impervious areas
on many residences throughou the
City to calculate the median amourt of
impervious areaon an average single
family lot. The median City-wideis
2,260sqguare feet. To be more equita-
ble, the group cecided that ead single
family residence should be placed in
one of three caegories: those with be-
tween 400 and 1,000square feet of
impervious areaon the lot, those with
between 1,001and 3870square feet of
impervious areg and those with more
than 3,870square feet. Most homesin
our neighbarhood will be in the midde
category, and the fee will be $4.00per
month. For the lower category, the fee
will be $1.60 per month and for the
higher category the fee will be $6.80
per month. Fees for apartments, com-
mercial, industrial and government
properties are clculated based onthe
amourt of impervious areaonthe lot
which will be diredly measured for
ead property.

The group overwhelmingly supported
collecting this feethrough a new
stormwater utility because money col-
lected under a utility can only be used
for the services provided by the utility.
This means that the money collected
for stormwater management can't be
used by the City Courcil for any other
use. In addition, everyone that owns
property that has impervious areas on
it will pay the fee — so thisincludes
state and federal government offices,
the universitiesin Raleigh, schools,
churches, etc. The groupfoundthisto
be fair because dl of these properties
contribute stormwater that is handled

by the City's gormwater system.

The other option was to collect the fee
by raising property taxes. The group
foundtwo problems with this option.
Firgt, the tax money colleaed could be
used by the City Courxil for any pur-
pose it dedded; it probably would be
diverted to ather uses; and then storm-
water problems would continue to
worsen throughou the City because
there would be no funds for improve-
ments. Second, poperties that are tax-
exempt would not pay the tax. Raleigh
has alarge number of tax-exempt
properties that create stormwater prob-
lems, bu they would not be helping
pay to fix the problems under the prop-
erty tax option. Because of these prob-
lems, the group decided that the storm-
water utility fee @lledionwas best for
Raleigh.

All the other major citiesin NC have
had a stormwater utility for some time,
including Charlotte, Greensboro,
Winston-Salem, Wil mington, Fayette-
vill e, Durham, Wilson and Gastonia.
Raleigh has redly been behind the
timesin not having a stormwater utility
in pace

The new feewill appear onthe water
and sewer hills, and will start being
billed in March. The City isalso ap-
pointing a new Stormwater Manage-
ment Advisory Commisgon to help
City staff and the Council implement
the new utility.

The City has an excellent website
abou the stormwater utility that can be
acessd at http://www.raleigh-nc.org/
cengineering/stormwater/index.htm. It
isset up inavery user-friendly ques-
tionand answer format.

Francine Durso

928 RavenwoodDrive



Membership

Application
Post Office Box 37664 Raleigh, NC 27627
Last Name First Name Spouse/ Significant Other (if applicable)
Street Address City Zip Code
Phore Number Email Address

-------------------------------------------------------------------- y AWNA Use Only:

1 Make decks payable to Avent West Neighbahood Association andmail Arourt Reosived

'with completed formto addessabove Thark You!
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— [J Check [ Cash
Neighborhood Volunteer Opportunities:

O | aminterested in working on maintenance, clean up, planting & small construction projects.
O | can assst neighbars with special needs. Received By
O | will helpwith setup and cleanupat neighbarhood events.
O Other

Membership Expires
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