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GREETINGS FROM LESLIE & MARY ANNE

Dea Neighbors,

Isn't it wonderful that Fall isfinally herel The aisp days are awelcome to changeto this
summer's hot temperatures. Thankfully we got a small reprieve from the drought. My lawn and
plants sure were thankful. Hopefully, it won't be aslong uriil our next rainfall.

The Avent West Neighbahood Associationis currently holdingits annual membership drive.
Included with this newsletter is a membership appli cation, fabulous fads about our neighbahood,
and things that the assciation daesin and ou of Avent West. Please continue your membership
with Avent West and spread the word to neighbors about the benefits of being an association
member.

In January of 2006,we will have some vacaicies on ou board. We ae looking for someone to
serve & President, VicePresident, Seaetary and Treasurer. If you are interested in helping o,
plesse mntad Mary Anne Sorice d sorice@nc.rr.com or Leslie Wdts at lesliewatts@nc.rr.com.

Serving onthe board is a great way to med people and gve bad to your community. Our next
AWNA general membership medingis sheduled for Tuesday, November 22ndat Powell

Community Center. We have changed the time to 6:30 pm. Thisis necessary as the West CAC meding will begin at 7pm. |
encourage all to attend bdh these meding as they are very informative.

Leslie Watts and Mary Anne Saice

WINE TASTING - Saturday, Nov.12 at 7:00 p.m.
This event will be hosted by Mary Anne and Steve Sorice
at 1901 Lorimer Road. Please let Mary Anne know if you
are going to attend. Contact info. is8587021 @
sorice@nc.rr.com. The cost is $10 per person and
will i nclude asampling of six wines and food. We
are asking that each person kring their own wine
glassto make things a bit easier. If thisis asuc-
cess we will continue to med once every two
months at a diff erent home within Avent West.

BOOK CLUB: Interested in reading and discussing
bodks? The Book Club meds on the first Tuesday of each
month. Contact Ledlie Watts at lediewatts@nc.rr.com or
852-0834if interested.

GARDEN CLUB: The Hidden Hills Garden

Club meds onthe first Wednesday of ead month.

Thisisagreat oppartunity to learn more dout be-
coming a successful gardener. The garden clubis gearing
upfor itsannual holiday luminary sale. Youwill receive an
order form onyour mailbox in December. The luminaries
arelit on Christmas Eve axd make the neighbarhood look
amazing. Out of town for the hdidays? Ask aneighba to
light your luminariesfor you. Contact Mary Anne Sorice at
sorice@nc.rr.com or 858-7021if interested in joining the
Hidden Hills Garden Club.

UPCOMING WEST CAC MEETING:

The WCAC is now meding monthly onthe fourth
Tuesday at Powell Drive Park @ 7:00 pm. Leanwhat is
happening in West Raleigh, not just Avent West. The
CAC discusses community concerns and issues with the
Raleigh Poli ce Department, reviews land use cases that
can affect SW Raleigh, and sharesinformation that isim-
portant to al citizens. Beinformed about what is happen-
ing aroundyou, be involved and attend - you will | earn
something new every time you attend.

PROP: Sincethe PROP (probationary rental occupancy
permit) began in February, we have naticed remarkable
improvement in rental propertiesin and arourd Avent
West, and we hope you have naticed the same. When
many rentals becane vacanit at the end d the school yea,
we did not seethe piles of furniture and trash onthe stredt
andin yards for weeks on end as we used to. Properties
are being maintained and overall upkeep seemsto beim-
proving. We an only attribute this to the PROP and land-
lords keeping a closer eye ontheir properties. Addition-
aly, the City Inspedions department isre- —
porting that fewer complaints have been /\
cdled in and fewer violations have been T 1)
issued. Thisis wonderful news! L0 /



SIMMONS BRANCH WATERSHED FLOODING: The City of Raleighisin what we hope to be the final stages of
the gproval processfrom the Corps of Enginees for work to begin on correding the floodng problems within Avent West.
The plan cdls for removing excessve sediment by dredging White Oak Lake and rebuil ding the dam so the Lake will function
asaretentionfadlity and nd release dl water overflow at onetime asit currently does.

AVENT CHAT: Ever wondered how so many of your neighba's know so much? They are probably a member of our Y a
hooNeighborhoodGroup. The Avent Chat isa Y ahoo Groupthat is used to communicate to many neighbas by using ore
email address It isagrea way to broadcast a general question to your neighbas, such aswho hes agreda housedeaner and
also agrea sourceof information, like when so many of our cars were being broken into or rummaged through. To join the
group, send an email to aventwest@yahoogoups.com and foll ow the prompts on the return email youreceve. You will be

required to oktain ayahoolD and password to join the group.

AVENT WEST TOUR OF HOMES:

On Sunday, September 11, Avent West had its first Home Tour! Eight homeowners gradously opened their homesto let others e
what updates and renovations had been done to their homes. More than 270 people dtended the Tour and it is definitely going to be
an annual event ead fall! If you would like to have your home on the tour next yea or nominate aneighbor’s home, please contact
Ledlie Watts or Mary Anne Sorice To read more on the Tour, please real the aticle below that wasin the Raleigh News and Ob-

server on Saturday, September 10.

TOUR TO SHOW OFF HIDDEN GEM
by Matt Ehlers; Staff Writer

For alot of potential buyersin the Raleigh red estate market,
threewords can mean the diff erence between affordabili ty and
never in amillion yeas: Inside the Beltli ne.

Within that circle ae some of Raleigh©s most desirable and expen-
sive neighborhoods, including Hayes Barton, Country Club Hill s
and Oakwood But what happens when the desire is there, but the
cashisnot?

Thefolksin the Avent West neighborhood would love to show
you around. On Sunday, the Avent West Tour of Homes will fea
ture @ght houses built from the late 195Gs until 2003 If you©ve
never head of the neighborhood, don©t worry- the name was
chosen by members of the neighborhood asciation lessthan a
decale ayo.

Avent West may not have the name recognition of some of Ra-
leigh©s other ITB neighborhoods, but it can be more dfordable
and is convenient to N.C. State University and downtown, resi-
dents say. The homes represent a variety of styles, from ranches to
split | evelsto modern construction. "You don©t haveto liveina
cul-de-sacin North Raleighto have anicehome," said Ledlie
Watts, co-president of the neighborhood association.

Roughly speaking, the Avent West neighborhoodis bordered by
Western Boulevard on the north, Avent Ferry Road and Athens
Drive on the south, on the eat by Kent Road and on the west by
Powell Drive and Ravenwood Drive. The bulk of the neighbor-
hoodliesinside the Beltline. The aeaincludes about 1,000
homes.

Raleigh City Council member Thomas Crowder redizes not eve-
ryone is famili ar with Avent West. Perhaps the tour will help
change that a bit. "1t©s goodfor folks to understand what a hidden
jewel that part of Raleighis," said Crowder, who haslived in the
neighborhood more than 25 years.

One of the dty©sfirst posiWorld War 1l suburban outreades, the
neighborhood has sen the dty grow around it. Today, it©sfilled
with older, well-maintained hames, and is nea some of the dty©s
newer ameniti es, such asthe RBC Center.

Those taking the tour will have a tianceto see avariety of homes,
from a 3,336-sguare-foot house built in 1957that includes a sun-
room addition, to a split-level built in 1976that features atwo-tier
ded and expansive gardens.

Asciation co-president Mary Anne Sorice©s home is on the tour.
Sorice and her husband, Steve, paid $172,000 for their
2,000-square-foat ranch when they moved therein 1999 They©ve
redone nealy every single room and installed new appliances and
new hardwoodfloors in the kitchen. The home feaures a sunken
study and sitson a .43-aae lot. Although Sorice promisesit©s
blue, everyone in the neighborhoodrefersto it as"the purple
house." The neighborhood, Soricesaid, has been overlooked. As

a student at PeaceColl ege, she didn©t know anything about it.

Residents such as Watts and Sorice brag about the neighborhoodos
elementary schoal, A.B. Combs Leadership Magnet, itsradal
diversity and its acessto downtown and the beltline. Homeown-
ersinclude older couples as well as young ones just beginning

their families.

Their description of the locd social life sounds like aholdover
from the gain which the neighborhood®s first homes were built.
Folksin Avent West have ice aeam socials, potluck dinners and
pig-pickings. Thereisawine dub, abodk club, agarden club and
a baby-sitting co-op. They hope the home tour will raise the
neighborhood®s profile. "It©s atrue ommunity,” Watts sid.

Watts© mother, Glynda Lawrence, moved to the neighborhood a
littl e over ayea ago. Downsizing from a home in Five Points, she
paid $182,000 for a 1,300-square-foat ranch built in 1960 Com-
pletely renovated in 2004 the home feaures cork flooring in the
kitchen, granite countertops, cedar-lined closets and lush land-
scgping. The locétion isnice, too. "1t©s close to everything," she
said.

When dedding on a new neighborhood, Lawrence wanted a sense
of community. She found it, and it stretches beyond her own fam-
ily. She©s bemme something of a hit with the neighborhood chil-
dren. They know she keegps a stash of lolli pops, and it©s not un-
common for them to stop by for avisit and a sucker. Again, if a
grandma handing out candy sounds like something from a
long-ago era, just wait. The neighborhoodkids cdl her GeeGee
just the way her grandkids do.

The Avent West neighbor tour will end with areception at the
home of Thomas and Kay Crowder, 1409Ashburton Road. The
Crowders® contemporary minimalist house has recéved an award
for its architedure.
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