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To protect, preserve and enhance the existing character and neighborhood fabric of the Avent-West Community. 

GREETINGS FROM LESLIE & MARY ANNE 
  
Dear Neighbors,  
Isn't it wonderful that Fall i s finally here! The crisp days are a welcome to change to this 
summer's hot temperatures. Thankfully we got a small reprieve from the drought. My lawn and 
plants sure were thankful. Hopefully, it won't be as long until our next rainfall . 
 
The Avent West Neighborhood Association is currently holding its annual membership drive. 
Included with this newsletter is a membership application, fabulous facts about our neighborhood, 
and things that the association does in and out of Avent West. Please continue your membership 
with Avent West and spread the word to neighbors about the benefits of being an association 
member.  
In January of 2006, we will have some vacancies on our board. We are looking for someone to 
serve as President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. If you are interested in helping out, 
please contact Mary Anne Sorice at sorice@nc.rr.com or Leslie Watts at lesliewatts@nc.rr.com.   
 
Serving on the board is a great way to meet people and give back to your community. Our next 
AWNA general membership meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 22nd at Powell 

Community Center. We have changed the time to 6:30 pm. This is necessary as the West CAC meeting will begin at 7pm. I 
encourage all to attend both these meeting as they are very informative.  
                     Leslie Watts and Mary Anne Sorice 

2005 AWNA Off icers 
 
Co-Chairs: 
Mary Anne Sorice 
sorice@bellsouth.net 
858-7021  
Leslie Watts 
lesliewatts@bellsouth.net 
852-0834 
 
Secretary: (Vacant) 
 
Treasurer: 
Catherine Tillery 
petsiam@bellsouth.net 
 

WINE TASTING - Saturday, Nov.12 at 7:00 p.m.  
This event will be hosted by Mary Anne and Steve Sorice 
at 1901 Lorimer Road. Please let Mary Anne know if you 
are going to attend. Contact info. is 858-7021 or 
sorice@nc.rr.com. The cost is $10 per person and 
will i nclude a sampling of six wines and food. We 
are asking that each person bring their own wine 
glass to make things a bit easier. If this is a suc-
cess, we will continue to meet once every two 
months at a different home within Avent West. 
  
BOOK CLUB:  Interested in reading and discussing 
books? The Book Club meets on the first Tuesday of each 
month. Contact Leslie Watts at lesliewatts@nc.rr.com or 
852-0834 if interested. 

  
GARDEN CLUB:  The Hidden Hills Garden 
Club meets on the first Wednesday of each month. 
This is a great opportunity to learn more about be-

coming a successful gardener. The garden club is gearing 
up for its annual holiday luminary sale. You will receive an 
order form on your mailbox in December. The luminaries 
are lit on Christmas Eve and make the neighborhood look 
amazing. Out of town for the holidays? Ask a neighbor to 
light your luminaries for you. Contact Mary Anne Sorice at 
sorice@nc.rr.com or 858-7021 if interested in joining the 
Hidden Hills Garden Club. 

 UPCOMING WEST CAC MEETING:  
The WCAC is now meeting monthly on the fourth 
Tuesday at Powell Drive Park @ 7:00 p.m.  Learn what is 
happening in West Raleigh, not just Avent West. The 
CAC discusses community concerns and issues with the 
Raleigh Police Department, reviews land use cases that 
can affect SW Raleigh, and shares information that is im-
portant to all citizens.  Be informed about what is happen-
ing around you, be involved and attend - you will l earn 
something new every time you attend. 
 
PROP:  Since the PROP (probationary rental occupancy 
permit) began in February, we have noticed remarkable 
improvement in rental properties in and around Avent 
West, and we hope you have noticed the same. When 
many rentals became vacant at the end of the school year, 
we did not see the piles of furniture and trash on the street 
and in yards for weeks on end as we used to. Properties 
are being maintained and overall upkeep seems to be im-
proving. We can only attribute this to the PROP and land-
lords keeping a closer eye on their properties. Addition-
ally, the City Inspections department is re-
porting that fewer complaints have been 
called in and fewer violations have been 
issued. This is wonderful news! 
 



SIMMONS BRANCH WATERSHED FLOODING: The City of Raleigh is in what we hope to be the final stages of 
the approval process from the Corps of Engineers for work to begin on correcting the flooding problems within Avent West.  
The plan calls for removing excessive sediment by dredging White Oak Lake and rebuilding the dam so the Lake will function 
as a retention facili ty and not release all water overflow at one time as it currently does. 
 
AVENT CHAT:  Ever wondered how so many of your neighbors know so much?  They are probably a member of our Ya-
hoo Neighborhood Group.  The Avent Chat is a Yahoo Group that is used to communicate to many neighbors by using one 
email address.  It is a great way to broadcast a general question to your neighbors, such as who has a great housecleaner and 
also a great source of information, like when so many of our cars were being broken into or rummaged through.  To join the 
group, send an email to aventwest@yahoogroups.com and follow the prompts on the return email you receive.  You will be 
required to obtain a yahoo ID and password to join the group.   

AVENT WEST TOUR OF HOMES: 
On Sunday, September 11, Avent West had its first Home Tour! Eight homeowners graciously opened their homes to let others see 
what updates and renovations had been done to their homes.  More than 270 people attended the Tour and it is definitely going to be 
an annual event each fall! If you would like to have your home on the tour next year or nominate a neighbor’s home, please contact 
Leslie Watts or Mary Anne Sorice. To read more on the Tour, please read the article below that was in the Raleigh News and Ob-
server on Saturday, September 10. 

TOUR TO SHOW OFF HIDDEN GEM 
by Matt Ehlers; Staff Writer 
 
For a lot of potential buyers in the Raleigh real estate market, 
three words can mean the difference between affordabili ty and 
never in a milli on years: Inside the Beltli ne.  
Within that circle are some of Raleigh©s most desirable and expen-
sive neighborhoods, including Hayes Barton, Country Club Hill s 
and Oakwood. But what happens when the desire is there, but the 
cash is not?  
The folks in the Avent West neighborhood would love to show 
you around. On Sunday, the Avent West Tour of Homes wil l fea-
ture eight houses built from the late 1950s until 2003. If you©ve 
never heard of the neighborhood, don©t worry -- the name was 
chosen by members of the neighborhood association less than a 
decade ago.  
Avent West may not have the name recognition of some of Ra-
leigh©s other ITB neighborhoods, but it can be more affordable 
and is convenient to N.C. State University and downtown, resi-
dents say. The homes represent a variety of styles, from ranches to 
split l evels to modern construction.  "You don©t have to live in a 
cul-de-sac in North Raleigh to have a nice home," said Leslie 
Watts, co-president of the neighborhood association.  
Roughly speaking, the Avent West neighborhood is bordered by 
Western Boulevard on the north, Avent Ferry Road and Athens 
Drive on the south, on the east by Kent Road and on the west by 
Powell Drive and Ravenwood Drive. The bulk of the neighbor-
hood lies inside the Beltl ine. The area includes about 1,000 
homes.  
Raleigh City Council member Thomas Crowder realizes not eve-
ryone is famili ar with Avent West. Perhaps the tour will help 
change that a bit. "It©s good for folks to understand what a hidden 
jewel that part of Raleigh is," said Crowder, who has lived in the 
neighborhood more than 25 years.  
One of the city©s first post-World War II suburban outreaches, the 
neighborhood has seen the city grow around it. Today, it©s filled 
with older, well-maintained homes, and is near some of the city©s 
newer amenities, such as the RBC Center.  
Those taking the tour will have a chance to see a variety of homes, 
from a 3,336-square-foot house built i n 1957 that includes a sun-
room addition, to a split -level built i n 1976 that features a two-tier 
deck and expansive gardens. 

 
Association co-president Mary Anne Sorice©s home is on the tour. 
Sorice and her husband, Steve, paid $172,000 for their 
2,000-square-foot ranch when they moved there in 1999. They©ve 
redone nearly every single room and installed new appliances and 
new hardwood floors in the kitchen. The home features a sunken 
study and sits on a .43-acre lot. Although Sorice promises it©s 
blue, everyone in the neighborhood refers to it as "the purple 
house."  The neighborhood, Sorice said, has been overlooked. As 
a student at Peace College, she didn©t know anything about it.  
Residents such as Watts and Sorice brag about the neighborhood©s 
elementary school, A.B. Combs Leadership Magnet, its racial 
diversity and its access to downtown and the beltl ine. Homeown-
ers include older couples as well as young ones just beginning 
their families.  
Their description of the local social li fe sounds like a holdover 
from the era in which the neighborhood©s first homes were built . 
Folks in Avent West have ice cream socials, potluck dinners and 
pig-pickings. There is a wine club, a book club, a garden club and 
a baby-sitting co-op. They hope the home tour will raise the 
neighborhood©s profile. "It©s a true community," Watts said.  
Watts© mother, Glynda Lawrence, moved to the neighborhood a 
littl e over a year ago. Downsizing from a home in Five Points, she 
paid $182,000 for a 1,300-square-foot ranch built in 1960. Com-
pletely renovated in 2004, the home features cork flooring in the 
kitchen, granite countertops, cedar-lined closets and lush land-
scaping. The location is nice, too. "It©s close to everything," she 
said.  
When deciding on a new neighborhood, Lawrence wanted a sense 
of community. She found it, and it stretches beyond her own fam-
ily. She©s become something of a hit with the neighborhood chil-
dren. They know she keeps a stash of lolli pops, and it©s not un-
common for them to stop by for a visit and a sucker. Again, if a 
grandma handing out candy sounds like something from a 
long-ago era, just wait. The neighborhood kids call her Gee Gee, 
just the way her grandkids do. 
 
The Avent West neighbor tour will end with a reception at the 
home of Thomas and Kay Crowder, 1409 Ashburton Road. The 
Crowders© contemporary minimalist house has received an award 
for its architecture. 
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