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To protect, preserve and enhance the existing character and neighborhood fabric of the Avent-West Community. 

2005 AWNA Off icers  
Co-Chairs: 
Mary Anne Sorice 
sorice@bellsouth.net 
858-7021  
Leslie Watts 
lesliewatts@bellsouth.net 
852-0834 
 
Vice-Chair : 
(Vacant) 
 
Secretary: 
(Vacant) 
 
Treasurer: 
Catherine Tillery 
petsiam@bellsouth.net 
 
2005 Committee Chairs  
Angel Tree: 
Kent Davis 233-8758  
Beautification: 
Kay Crowder 851-2342  
Block Captain: 
Glynda Lawrence 859-6466  
Book Club: 
Courtney Clark 851-3619  
Community L iaison: 
Dana Young 851-4075  
Dr iftwood Rep: 
(Vacant)  
Membership: 
Elizabeth Byrd 233-8531  
Social Coordinator : 
(Vacant)  
Webmaster:  Justis Peters 
webmaster@aventwest.org 

AVENT WEST PIG PICKIN’ 
JUNE 4  

Mark your calendars. Avent West will hold its 2nd 
annual pig pickin’ on June 4th. Everyone who came 
last year knows what a great time it was. The food 
was wonderful and everyone got a chance to meet 
someone new. It will once again be held at Elizabeth 
Byrd©s home. The time will be announced later, but 
probably in the early afternoon. Please plan to 
attend. Everyone is welcome. 

GREETINGS FROM LESLIE & MARY ANNE   
Dear Neighbors, 
Spring is off icially here and we are so excited. What a great time of year. It©s so 
nice to see every littl e green thing popping up from a long winter©s nap. The 
association has lots of different events planned this year, along with some old 
favorites. 
 
The PROP is now in effect. Thanks to all the dedicated people who worked so hard 
over the last couple of years to get this in place. Hopefully we will see rental 
property conditions improving as the PROP will hold irresponsible landlords 
accountable for violations. If you notice violations, please report them to Dana 
Young. She is serving as our community liaison this year. 
 
We are very excited to announce that Avent West will hold its first annual Tour of 
Homes on September 11, 2005. Select neighbors will be asked to open their homes 
to the public. We hope to promote our neighborhood as a wonderful place to li ve 
and raise a family. We plan on extending invitations to real estate professionals, the 
Independent, NCSU faculty, and any potential neighbor, etc. We are in the process 
of forming a committee to work on this project. If anyone is interested in helping 
out, please contact Mary Anne at 858-7021 or at sorice@bellsouth.net. 
 
Mark your calendars for 2005 general meetings.  All meetings will be held on 
Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. at Powell Drive Community Center: 
              May 24   September 27 
              July 26   November 22 
 
We still need a volunteer to help organize social events. Please contact a board 
member if interested. We would like to have the following socials this year:  Pig 
Pickin’ , Tour of Homes, Street Party, covered dish dinners. Dates and times will 
follow. We hope to see new and old faces at these events. 
 
We are always open to new ideas and look forward to an exciting year as 
association presidents. Happy Spring, 
 
 Leslie Watts and Mary Anne Sorice 

 
Thanks to all our Christ mas “Angels”  

With your support, Avent West helped to make the Christmas wishes 
of three children attending A.B. Combs Elementary come true.  Their 
wishes were often simple, a soccer ball , while their needs were 
clothes, shoes and jackets.  This year we received thank you notes 
from the children. One littl e boy said, “Dear Santa, Thank you for all 
the clothes and toys” signed “Your friend.”  Thanks to all the volun-
teers that participated.  You really made a difference! 



Ever Wondered About... 
The well-dressed goose on Kaplan Drive?  She belongs 
to Pepper and Steve Blankinship and has been in their 
family for about 5 years.  She doesn't have a name but 

has an estimated 30 outfits.  You will see her in everything from 
rain gear to her holiday Mrs. Clause outfit.  She was the victim of 
a ªgoosenappingº a couple of years ago, but returned relatively 
unharmed – torn clothing only.  Make sure you check her out, 
and point her out to your kids or grandkids, they will enjoy her as 
well .  Her address is 5035 Kaplan Drive. 
 

Hidden Hills Garden Club: 
Do you have questions about your garden or yard?  
The Hidden Hill s Garden Club (HHGC) may be just 
what you need!!  The HHGC meets on the first 
Wednesday of the month and has been in existence 
since 1975.  Our wonderful Guest Speakers or our own "master 
gardeners" may be able to help you tackle some of your problem 
areas.  Contact Leslie Watts for more information, 852.0834 

Neighborhood Boy Scout Troop  
Spaghetti Fund Raiser: 
 
Your neighborhood boy scout troop (Troop 398) is sponsoring a 
spaghetti lunch/dinner fund raiser on Friday, April 22 from 
11:00am - 7:30pm in the Fellowship Hall at Western Boulevard 
Presbyterian Church. Please help support the boys and enjoy a 
great spaghetti lunch or dinner. The cost is $5 per meal. We will 
begin sell ing tickets in a few weeks and the Boy Scouts should be 
coming door-to-door, but if time slips up on you, just come by on 
the day of the event. We will offer pickup and drive-thru for 
lunch, and then for dinner we will also have eat-in.  Delivery is 
available within the neighborhood and surrounding areas for 
those who order 2 or more meals. For more information, contact 
Steven Vozzo at 815-8033. If you know of any boys between the 
ages of 11 and 17 that may be interested in visiting or joining our 
troop, please contact David Hedberg at 851-8683. We meet on 
Wed. evenings at 7:30pm at Western Blvd. Presbyterian Church. 
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At our next meeting on Apr il 26, we will 
be reviewing 2 rezoning cases in our area, 
one of which may affect AventWest di-
rectly.  Additionally, we will learn about 
safety, crime and other issues from district 
26 police Capt., Dennis Poteat.  We will 
hear a presentation on the Dorothea Dix 
property and receive an update from 
NCSU. 
 
A petition for rezoning has been filed for 
the corner of Ridge Road and Western 
Boulevard (across Blue Ridge from 

Kmart).  The current zoning is R-10 (10 
residential units per acre) and the re-
quested zoning is O&I 2 (off ice and insti-
tutional).  There are several concerns re-
garding the development of this property:  
1) Access: there is limited access to the 
Western Blvd side because of the new traf-
fic pattern – cars will only be allowed 
right-in, right-out, which could possibly 
mean a large number of U-turns at Deboy. 
2) ‘Stripping out' the western side of the 
beltli ne bridge, like the eastern side has 
been developed. 

3) This is against the Arena Small Area 
Plan, which is a master plan suggestion for 
what is to be on this corner. Many citizens 
and city staff worked for 1 year to study 
and produce the recommendations that 
were passed and approved by council .    
Another petition for rezoning is on the 
corner of Varsity Drive and Avent-Ferry 
for student housing. This is the perfect 
place for student housing; it is close to the 
university, shopping (a grocery store is to 
be built i n Mission Valley), restaurants and 
the wolf-line. 

WEST CI TI ZEN’S ADVI SORY COUNCI L (WCAC) 

M any have asked that we inform you of the housing nuisance and zoning 
ordinances.  These ordinances are for the health and safety of all citizens, as well 

as offering protection for the environment and the future and viabili ty of Raleigh and 
its neighborhoods.  The ordinances are for everyone. 
 
Housing and Environmental Nuisances:  grass should be no taller than 8 inches; trash 
must be in trash cans, not in the yard; immobile cars must be free of broken windows, 
missing doors, not on blocks, etc; more than one unlicensed vehicle per property is 
ill egal; yard debris such as downed trees and limbs must be picked-up (leaves do not 
apply); structures must be free of broken windows, peeling paint, broken handrails – 
anything that is a safety hazard both inside and out. 
Robert.Spruill @ci.raleigh.nc.us / 807-5110  
 
Zoning Nuisances: more than 4 unrelated individuals per address; driveways larger 
than code allows (currently 40% of front yard, however, this is currently under review 
for revision); ill egal signs; construction without a permit. 
Larry.Strickland@ci.raleigh.nc.us / 890-3455 
 
Other Complaints?  Email the following City of Raleigh Employees:  
Nuisance Complaint – Larry Strickland: Larry.strickland@ci.raleigh.nc.us  
Trash can Complaint – Gerald Latta: Gerald.latta@ci.raleigh.nc.us  
Parking Complaint – Carl Dawson:  Carl.dawson@ci.raleigh.nc.us 

A  precarious situation has 
arisen in the Cardinal Hills 

subdivision (roughly Ashburton 
to Pineview) in which a few 
homes have just discovered they 
are not on city sewer, but have a 
septic tank and have been paying 
the sewer fee.  It seems to be that 
maybe there was a dishonest 
plumber many, many years ago 
that paid the city for the permit, 
but never did the work. 
 
If you are not absolutely sure 
you are hooked to city sewer and 
would like to find out, please call 
Donna Jackson, System Opera-
tions Coordinator in the Public 
Utilities Dept, at 857-4540. 
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Have you ever thought about where we 
li ve?  Do you ever drive in north 
Raleigh or drive to Cary?  If so, you 
know why we li ve where we do.  We 
are so lucky to be in our own 
wonderful ‘ triangle'.  We have easy 
access to 40, 440, Wade Avenue and 
downtown.  In many ways we are the 
best-kept secret in Raleigh, with our 

large lots, easy access and diversity of homes.  We have 
our challenges, which we strive to surmount, but look at 
what we have ± Lake Johnson, Kaplan Drive Park, Athens 
Library, multiple churches, schools, Lake Johnson Pool 
and so much more.   
 
 
AventWest has just been congratulated by 
the city council through their approval of 
the AventWest Neighborhood Plan. This 
plan is the result of many, many hours of 
work donated by a dedicated group of 
neighbors who believe in our community 
and want to protect and preserve it.  If we don't move to 
protect the existing character and environment, no one 
else will, which brings us to the next phase: the approval 
and passing of the Neighborhood Overlay District, which 
will become part of the city's comprehensive plan. In 
order for this to become a reality, we must have 
signatures of at least 51% of our residents.  We don't 
want to stop at 51%, we want to reach as many people as 
possible, and this is where you come in. WE NEED 
YOU! The 15 or so of us who developed the plan cannot 
do this on our own. We must have volunteers to knock on 
their neighbor's door and collect their signature.  The 
more help we have, the less we all have to do. Please, 

S outhwest Raleigh is just beginning a new planning update.  This update will focus on ways to improve and main-
tain existing businesses, and promote new quality housing and development, or redevelopment opportunities. Such 

areas could be along Western Blvd, Hillsborough Street, Buck Jones, Jones Franklin around the new TTA Stations, 
Tryon Road, South Saunders, etc..  This will be a first step in our efforts to welcome businesses that would offer needed 
services to community residents, including, but definitely not limited to, nice restaurants and professional services; all 
while preserving the peace and quality of life we all l ove.  This plan (or road map) will help direct growth and stability 
where it is needed, and redirect it from where it is undesirable.  
 
We are fortunate to be receiving this update, for it will offer a plan to carry us forward in a positive direction. We can-
not stop development, but we can have a plan in place that will protect SW Raleigh from being stripped-out, paved over, 
and the same business offered on every corner (which many areas of Raleigh are suffering from). There will be further 
information coming regarding this update and ways to get involved. 
 
I strongly encourage and urge you to participate in this process.  Our future depends on it!  
Thomas Crowder, District D Council Representative 

please help us complete this plan. We 
have heard from so many thanking us for 
our work, and for that we are grateful, yet 
now is the time for us all to do a little to 
make a lot.  It can be done, there are many 
wonderful examples of successful 
overlays throughout the city: Cameron 
Park, King Charles, Caraleigh, Roylene Acres, South 
Park, and many more.  Donate a couple of hours of your 
time, and the payoff and rewards wil l be HUGE!  To help, 
please call Elizabeth Byrd, 233-8531or 
byrdsx4@bellsouth.net. 
 
Many thanks to Chad Meadows for getting the ball rolling 
and to Don Procopio for picking it up and rolling with it 
to this finish line, and to the large handful of others who 
worked on the planning committee.  
 
 
The new PROP (Probationary Rental Occupancy 
Permit) ordinance began in February. In short, a 
PROP is issued to those in the business of renting 
single-family homes and properties of 20 units or 
less that violate city codes and ordinances.  A 
landlord will be issued a PROP if they receive a 
violation from the inspections department or if they 
receive multiple citations.  If a landlord habitually 
receives violations and citations, which demonstrates 
their lack of attention to their business, then they are 
at risk of loosing their right to rent that property. 
 
At our March 22 meeting, Dan Howe, assistant city 
manager, introduced and reviewed the ordinance and 
answered questions. 



 
Membership 
Application 

Post Off ice Box 37664, Raleigh, NC  27627 

Last Name First Name Spouse / Significant Other (if applicable) 

Street Address         City   Zip Code 

Phone Number Email Address 

Membership Dues:  $30 per year (September through August) 
Make checks payable to Avent West Neighborhood Association and mail 
with completed form to address above. Thank You! 

Neighborhood Volunteer Opportunities: 
O I am interested in working on maintenance, clean up, planting & small construction projects. 
O I can assist neighbors with special needs. 
O I will help with setup and cleanup at neighborhood events. 
O Other    

AWNA Use Only: 
 

Check        Cash      

Amount Received 

Membership Expires 

Received By 

Avent West Neighborhood Association 
Post Office Box 37664 
Raleigh, NC  27627 

Avent West Neighborhood Association Newsletter 


