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To protect, preserve and enhance the existing character and neighborhood fabric of the Avent-West Community. 

Chair : 
Dana Young 
chairperson@aventwest.org 
852-4075 
 
Vice-Chair : 
(Vacant) 
 
Treasurer: 
Catherine Till ery 
petsiam@bellsouth.net 
 
Angel Program 
Coordinator: 
Kent Davis 
233-8758 
 
Beautification: 
Kay Crowder 
showfur1@earthlink.net 
851-2342 
 
Communications: 
Webmaster: Justis Peters 
webmaster@aventwest.org 
Newsletter: Wanda Wells 
w.b.wells@att.net 
 
Dr iftwood  
Representative: 
Trish Mill er 
trish@greytrout.com 
851-8451 
 
Social Events 
Coordinator : 
Mary Anne Sorice 
sorice@bellsouth.net 
858-7021 

AVENT WEST GENERAL MEETING - JANUARY 18 @ 6:00 p.m.  
Our next general meeting will be on January 18th at 6:00 p.m. at Powell Dr Community Center.  This 
will be our general election for new board members and we will be requesting participation for our 
committees.  Accounting for the past year will be presented.  We will discuss the results of the survey 
and solicit ideas for the new year.  Please plan to attend and help chart the course for the new year! 

GREETINGS FROM MADAME CHAIR 
 
Dear Neighbors,  
   Fall i s here and while Halloween was very warm, the beautiful colors of the leaves 
promise that chil ly weather is just around the corner.  It was great to see the littl e 
trick-or-treaters out and about.  November and December always seem to fly, so this 
will be my last letter for the year and as the Chair of Avent West.  I want to thank 
you for the opportunity to serve.  It has been a wonderful experience.  I’ve enjoyed 
meeting new people, organizing events and representing the interests of the 
neighborhood.  We are looking for individuals interested in serving on the board next 
year.  If you would like more info on the positions give me a call 852-4075.  
Elections will be held on January 18th, so mark your calendars.  
   The neighborhood plan is going before city council this month and your support is 
vital.  This is the document that spells out our hopes for our neighborhood.  Many of 
the items are suggestions and are not binding like covenants commonly found in 
newer subdivisions.  The plan focuses on preserving the character and quality of our 
neighborhood.  We would like as many people as possible to attend the city council 
meeting on Nov.16th at 6:30 p.m.  It is essential to show our support for our 
neighborhood.  I hope to see you there.    
   With your support, we have made tremendous strides in working with the city 
government.  The PROP passed city council and will be up and running hopefully in 
February.  We finally have a mechanism to hold persistently poor landlords 
accountable for their properties.  Members of Avent West have been vigilantly 
following the proposal to develop the other corner of Garland and Kent.  Due to their 
efforts, the poorly designed proposal for apartment/townhouses has been defeated.  
Thanks to all those that attended the numerous planning commission meetings, took 
pictures of the area and presented persuasive arguments in favor of quali ty 
development that serves the neighborhood over poor designs that build as cheaply as 
possible.    
   With the holiday season, Avent West committees have planned a variety of social 
and community service activities.  Please read more about this in this newsletter and I 
hope you can participate.  
   Sincerely,  Dana Young 



A.B. Combs Angle Tree: 
There are children that attend Combs that need help to 
make the holiday season bright. Combs traditionally has a 
tree with names of needy children with their wants and 
needs written on a card. We plan to fulfill the holiday 
hopes of a few Combs children. If you are interested in 
helping purchase items to stuff their stocking or realize a 
dream please call Dana at 852-4075.  
Angel Program: 
Are your leaves overwhelming? Do you know of a 
neighbor that could use a bit of help in raking? Got a stuck 
window? We can help! The Boy Scouts have agreed to help 
out neighbors that might need a bit of assistance so call 
Kent Davis at 233-8758. We also have some neighbors that 
have kindly agreed to help with other tasks so give us a call 
if you think we can help a neighbor.  
Children’s Play group: 
The Avent West playgroup is going strong with Moms, 
Dads and their children meeting every Wednesday at  
10:00 a.m. till 12:00 noon at Powell Dr. Park, and Mon-
day’s at 4:00pm at Western Boulevard Presbyterian 
Church, weather permitting. Ages range from a few months 
on up!  Occasionally the group does outings to such places 
as a farm, museums or playspace. Would you like more 
info and get on the group’s email for upcoming activities 
and times? Call Mary Anne at 858-7021.   
Coats for the Children: 
Once again Avent West wil l participate in WRAL’s Coats 
for the Children Telethon. We are in the process of getting 

a date and time set-up. So think about coming down to the 
TV station for a very worthy cause. We will post more info 
as we have it, so check our chat at http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/aventchat or website at www.aventwest.org.  
Cookie Exchange: 
Avent West will have another cookie exchange this year on 
December 5, at 3:30 p.m. Participants will bring cookies to 
exchange, a few to eat and we ask to bring some to put in 
the thank you baskets for our local fire and police depart-
ments. We need a firm number of participants so if you are 
interested call Dana at 852-4075. More info will go on the 
chat when the time gets closer.  
SPCA Neighborhood Pet Walk: 
Thanks to all that came for the neighborhood pet walk held 
at Kentwood Park. It’ s great to see our furry neighbors! 
Although I’m sure that all those Frisbees flying must have 
been hard to resist for some of our participants. The SPCA 
was grateful for all the food, towels and toys. Thanks 
again!  
Welcoming New Neighbors  
with Gardenias: 
We have such a great neighborhood and are always inter-
ested in sharing it with others. In the past year, we gave 
gardenias to 16 new homeowners in the neighborhood as a 
friendly welcome gesture. If you know a house near you 
with new owners, give Kay a call at 851-2342 so we can 
get a plant over and say “Hello, you picked a great 
neighborhood!”  
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Our neighborhood plan is going before 
city council on Nov.16th, at 6:30 p.m. 
in council chambers. We need your 
presence at this meeting! There will 
be request for those in support of the 
plan to stand and be counted. It’ s vital 
that we get as many people as possible 
to attend. The neighborhood plan is the 
document where we express our desire 
to keep the character of the neighbor-
hood as it stands. This plan does NOT 
tell you what color your home must 
be, what type of mailbox you must 
have or the style of your home. It’ s not 

going to change anything about your 
current home! It is a more forward-
looking document trying, for example, 
to stop apartments built in the 
neighborhood. It makes suggestions to 
try to control traffic and limit the im-
pact of stormwater flooding for our 
neighborhood. As far as property val-
ues, protecting and preserving the 
character of the neighborhood posi-
tively impacts property values. By 
adopting the neighborhood plan we 
can impact future development by pre-
serving the close community that we 

enjoy. Studies have shown that once a 
community acts ‘after the fact’ to pre-
serve or reinstate what the neighbor-
hood once was or could be again, it is 
hard to turn the clock back and recover 
what has been lost. We are fortunate to 
be given the opportunity by the city to 
enact this now instead of waiting until 
it is too late. 
 
Interested in Carpooling? Let’s meet at 
the church at 6:00 p.m. So if you need 
a ride or are willing to drive, come to 
the Western Boulevard Presbyterian 
Church parking lot. 

Novem ber 16 Neighb orhood Plan Going Before Ci ty Council  

Neighbo rho od Plan t ing Gran t :  We are pleased to announce a grant to the neighborhood’s Hidden 
Hill s Garden Club for improvements on the existing neighborhood common areas maintained by the garden 
club.  Can’ t wait to see the new plants!  Thanks to all the Hidden Hill s members for all their work. 
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   On Tuesday, October 19th, the PROP passed with the 
winning vote of 5-3, with Hunt, Isley and Regan voting 
against. Please thank the councilors that voted for the 
PROP, especially Charles, Thomas and Janet. Charles for 
wanting to make sure this was passed and checked off on 
his li st; Thomas for his continued dedication and leadership 
on seeing this through and helping our communities; and 
Janet for her support of the task force and recommenda-
tions. 
 
   It has been a long, tedious, sometimes hair-raising, some-
times upsetting and disappointing process over the last 2 
years, however, the outcome has made it rewarding and 
made us proud. This is a huge victory for everyone - 
neighborhoods, Raleigh, responsible landlords and tenants, 

and everyone who has fought for 
and believes in the future and sta-

bility of their community. The PROP is the tool that will 
hold irresponsible landlords accountable and responsible 
for their properties. It is a program designed to target the 
bad landlords only. 
 
   The inspections department is expecting it to take about 4 
months to get ©the system© in place and training done before 
they can begin enforcing the ordinance. 
 
   Having the PROP completed is good, but we are not 
quite finished. We will continue to work through council 
committee (currently, budget and economic development) 
on the remaining NPHTF recommendations that need re-
view and implementation. We are down to a list of about 5.  
Thanks to all that have shown support and written letters in 
support of the task force efforts and the PROP. 

WCAC (West Citizen’s Advisory Council ) News 
As many of your know, the CAC is the only off icial com-
munity link and voice that reports directly to the city coun-
cil . There are 12 CACs throughout the city. The WCAC 
meets the 4th Tuesday of every even month. The boundaries 
are roughly Tryon Road to Cary following the city limits to 
The RBC center, and Fairgrounds to Western and Avent 
Ferry and Trailwood to Tryon. There is much that happens 
in this area with development, watershed issues, commu-
nity development, parks and recreation and crime. All of 
these issues and more are part of our routine agenda. All 
rezoning cases and some site plans are required to visit 
their area CAC, explain their project receive feedback and 
ask for support from the attendees of the meeting. The CAC 
will vote to either support or deny a case and this vote is 
then passed on to the city council and planning commis-
sion.  
 
We have been busy the last couple of months with 3 rezon-
ing cases: 
1) 47 acres on Tryon Road - The Silver Lake property – 
proposed R-6 zoning for townhomes and single family 
homes. 
2) a small parcel on Western Blvd close to DeBoy and the 
dentist office - proposed O&I1, (same zoning as the dentist) 
3) three parcels (one case) on Trailwood Drive for higher 
zoning for multi -family and higher density single family or 
townhomes. 
 
Please make it a point to find out what is happening in 
West Raleigh and place your vote. 

Kent and Gar land 
After one year of meetings and fighting this infill subdivi-
sion, we were successful in our charge and defeated this 
plan. Throughout this process we never wavered from our 
goal. We spoke not against the developer wanting to build 
to his zoning of R-10, but spoke against the incompatibil -
ity of the project to the neighborhood and the 3 curb cuts 
on Garland. We highlighted the desire to have a develop-
ment that is positive and will help us in our efforts to 
carry our neighborhood forward.   
 
Thanks to Bruce Dillard for his picture show and persis-
tence and to all that have shown an interest and offered 
words of encouragement and support for our community 
throughout the last year that we have been working on 
this.  
 
If we did not have such an active, caring and supportive 
community, developments such as this would pass with-
out hesitation. Being aware, active and vocal pays off! I 
would like to encourage you all to get involved in one 
way or another in our community - the rewards, such as 
this win for our neighborhood, really make you proud. 

THE PROP PASSED, THE PROP PASSED!!!!  

Have You Sen t in You r Mem be rship Dues?  
Our membership drive is over, but we'd like to remind eve-
ryone to renew if you have not.  Your membership supports 
neighborhood activities such as the pig-picking, neighbor-

hood beautification through our tree program, newslet-
ter, various community functions throughout the year 
and the angel program benefiting the elderly and 
neighbors in need.  There is a voice in numbers, and 
through our membership, we are using our voices to 
better our neighborhood. There are many people that 
spend countless of hours attending mindnumbing city 
government meetings trying to protect and enhance our 
quality of life. 
 
Your support matters and makes a difference in forming 
public policy. Please, please, please send in your mem-
bership!  



 
Membership 
Application 

Post Off ice Box 37664, Raleigh, NC  27627 

Last Name First Name Spouse / Significant Other (if applicable) 

Street Address         City   Zip Code 

Phone Number Email Address 

Membership Dues:  $30 per year (September through August) 
Make checks payable to Avent West Neighborhood Association and mail 
with completed form to address above. Thank You! 

Neighborhood Volunteer Opportunities: 
O I am interested in working on maintenance, clean up, planting & small construction projects. 
O I can assist neighbors with special needs. 
O I will help with setup and cleanup at neighborhood events. 
O Other    

AWNA Use Only: 
 

Check        Cash      

Amount Received 

Membership Expires 

Received By 

Avent West Neighborhood Association 
Post Office Box 37664 
Raleigh, NC  27627 

Avent West Neighborhood Association Newsletter 


